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Welcome, Expeditioners,

This brief is to give you an idea on what to expect on arrival in Perth for the expedition and the following days.
· If you have completed the recent online form with your details and payment information, you will have supplied airline arrival and departure details. Except for those who have made other arrangements for pickup from Perth Airport, a Mars Society member will meet you and bring you to Trinity Residential College. Please be patient, as we may need to do a double run to move a few people who arrive at a similar time.
· Your booking has been made at Trinity under the Mars Society name for the nights on your form for both pre and after Spaceward Bound. Meals on the evening of the 9th of July will be in the Trinity Meeting Room (Pizzas will be delivered). For the evenings of the 20th and 21st July evening meals will be in the Trinity Dining Room. These are buffet style feeds and you will need to obtain a ticket for them at reception or from your friendly MSA person depending on the hour you arrive (the meals cost $ 15.50 each, note that only the breakfast is covered in your accommodation cost).
· Breakfast will be available the following morning from 6.30am in the Dining Room. Both a continental or full breakfast will be available. NOTE: be early as the expedition leaves at 8 am on Sunday 10th July.
· If you are bringing any equipment with you, please ensure it is loaded in your allocated vehicle the night before departure. Things will be a little rushed on the following morning to find we have to unload a vehicle to fit someone’s over sized equipment on.
· If you are travelling with international personal luggage, it is suggested that you don’t bring it on the expedition and store it at Trinity where it will be under their care.
· The Mars Society are supplying the following equipment for your comfort on the trip:
· A 4 person tent for every 2 people (You will be expected to erect your own tent; help will be available to those who haven’t done it before).
·  Aluminium stretcher bed to sleep on (this, too, you will need to assemble).
· A sleeping bag suitable for the climate in the regions we will be covering (it may be wise to pack a set of trackies to sleep in).
· A pillow with case.
· Other items you should bring with you or pick up along the way:
· A swim suit, there will be opportunities to swim at some campsites and in the Indian Ocean (see itinerary).
· A swim mask and snorkel set to view underwater, swim fins shouldn’t be necessary, though you can bring them if you wish..
· Personal mosquito repellent, either the smear on or spray
· Sunscreen
· Anti-Bacterial Hand Wash
· Baby Wipes
· If you have a personal GPS, compass etc you may find them handy
· Personal cameras of course, the areas we are travelling are highly photogenic.
· We are using “mine specification” Toyota Landcruiser vehicles for the expedition. Please note these are all manual gearbox vehicles. Automatics are not available from the hiring companies as the mining companies require manuals. The vehicles are pre-equipped with mine safety equipment like fire extinguishers, dual spare wheels, UHF radios. As we are going onto a mine site to visit Buick and Trendall localities at North Pole, these vehicles are set up to keep the miners happy.
· We have a dual axle trailer courtesy of the Eastern Hills Guide and Scout Group which will carry Marquees, Tables, Chairs, Stoves and cooking facilities. We will have 2 Port-a-potties on board, however we only expect to have to deploy these at North Pole.


CAMPING SITE PRIORITIES

I ask that the following priorities be adhered to on arrival and departure from campsites

· Trailer to be unpacked and marquees and cooking gear are set up prior to setting up personal tents. This is to be done under the instructions of the “Chef de la Expeditione” Maureen.
· When breaking camp, you may have time to pack your own tent prior to everyone finishing breakfast; however once breakfast, and washing up done, the trailer gets repacked first.

MEALS
	Please, for your own benefit, if you expect you will be late back from a site, advise Maureen of the time you expect to be back and the number of persons. We cannot guarantee a full meal without advice.
· Cooked meals will be available, morning and evening at all overnight camps. Lunch cribs will be provided (fill your own) where we have a fixed camp at Dawn of Life and North Pole.
· Lunches while travelling between points will be at expeditioners expense at a suitable roadhouse, except for Day 1 (10th July) when MSA will provide sandwiches at New Norcia after the local tour there.

REST AND RECUPERATION STOPS

Rest and recuperation (R&R) stops are planned at New Norcia, Coral Bay and Hutt River Province. For the latter bring your passport and cash money, any kind, they don’t take credit  cards.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
Although Perth will be in mid-winter the following for July should give you some idea of what to expect in Perth and the Pilbara area:
Perth – Average High Temp  18.3 deg C		Average Low Temp  7.7 deg C 
Pilbara – Average High Temp  26.8 deg C	Average Low Temp  11.1 deg C
Recent reports of night temperatures of 4 deg C have come from Nullagine Caravan Park.
Our sleeping bags, with tracksuit, socks and beanies should suffice to keep the temperatures at bay.

Internet and Phone Connection
Most of the eastern most route we will be following is considered remote area and internet and mobile phone communications will be poor or non-existent except in the townships. Nullagine near Dawn of Life has just received Telstra’s NextG coverage allowing ADSL to operate. There is also a Telecentre like the one at Marree in South Australia for those who were there. The Telecentre is open from 8.30am to 3.00. pm. MSA members have purchased an $80 USB modem to communicate on ADSL/Broadband.
MAPS

The following maps may be helpful while you are in Western Australia’
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